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WHITTIER CITY COUNCIL 

 REGULAR MEETING 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2010
7:00 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

P-12 BUILDING
MINUTES 
1.
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Lunceford called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. 
2.
OPENING CEREMONY 
Mayor Lunceford led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3.
ROLL CALL
A.  Council Members Present:  Shawni Phillips, Jerry Vandergriff, Lester Lunceford, Juan Cardenas, Mary Brenneman, Becky Cotner, Shannon Tolman arrived during the executive session.
B.  Council Members Absent: None
C.  Excused Absence:  None
D.   Administration Present:  Brenda Krol, City Clerk; Ed Barrett, Interim City Manager
Others present included:  Gerry Sanger, Don Stevens, Kelly Powers, Sue Miller, Dave Schofield, Eula Schofield, Dave Goldstein, Scott Korbe, Peter Denmark, Charlie Eldridge, Joey Viera-Gotay, Pete & Marilynn Heddell, Charlene Arneson
Mayor Lunceford entertained a motion to go into executive session due to some overwhelming interest in the Council’s attendance.

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to go into executive session at 7:04 pm to discuss personnel issues.
SECONDED:  Mary Brenneman seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Mary Brenneman:  Yes, Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Shawni Phillips:  Yes.

Motion passed 6-0.

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to go back into regular session at 7:23 pm.
SECONDED:  Mary Brenneman seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Mary Brenneman:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Shannon Tolman:  Yes, Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes, Shawni Phillips:  Yes.

Motion passed 7-0.

MOTION:  Juan Cardenas made a motion to have his absence excused from the February 2nd council meeting since he emailed his absence before the meeting.
SECONDED:  Jerry Vandergriff seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Shawni Phillips:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  No, Mary Brenneman:  No, Shannon Tolman:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  No
Motion passed 4-3.
MOTION:  Juan Cardenas made a motion to excuse Shawni Phillips from the February 2nd Council meeting since there was also an email sent before the meeting.
SECONDED:  Shannon Tolman seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Shannon Tolman:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Mary Brenneman:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Shawni Phillips:  Yes.
Motion passed 7-0.

Mayor Lunceford asked that the record reflect that Council went into executive session to discuss absentees of council members and at this time we found that a particular council member is on his third unexcused absence in a twelve month period.
MOTION:  Becky Cotner made a motion to vacate Councilor Cardenas’ council seat for unexcused absences on April 7th 2009, January 5th 2010 and January 19th 2010.
SECONDED:  Mary Brenneman seconded the motion.
DISCUSSION: Shannon Tolman suggested that administration double check the records to make sure that the attendance is accurate before getting carried away.

Mayor Lunceford asked the City Clerk if she had done the research on the attendance.

City Clerk, Brenda Krol replied “Yes, but if Council would like I could double check.”

Shannon Tolman stated “I believe there were emails sent that did not get included in the packets.”

Jerry Vandergriff stated “I think that since Councilor Cardenas has only missed three meetings and since we are pretty ambiguous about the way we respond if we are not able to attend a meeting that it might be better, instead of taking the harshest action the first time to give a warning and if it continues then remove him.”
Becky Cotner stated “Then we should change that code to read three unexcused absences and then a warning.”

Jerry Vandergriff replied “Well no but my thing is that it has not been strictly enforced in the past and if we are going to start enforcing the code that deals with Council attendance then we need to give warning that we are going to start enforcing it.”

Mayor Lunceford disagreed and stated “When Robin Moore was on the Council and she moved to California the Council took immediate action on that and vacated her seat after her third absence.”

Juan Cardenas stated “It’s different when you know someone has moved out of State.”

VOTE:  Becky Cotner:  Yes, Mary Brenneman:  Yes, Shannon Tolman:  No, Juan Cardenas:  No, Lester Lunceford:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  No, Shawni Phillips:  No.
Motion failed 4-3.
Juan Cardenas asked Jerry Vandergriff if he would like to make a motion to change that ordinance.

Jerry Vandergriff stated “The only way I am interested in changing the code that deals with attendance is to make emails an acceptable form of notification, I still think that the three unexcused absences should be enforced but I haven’t seen it enforced consistently otherwise I would have voted yes.”
4.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A. 01 December 2009, Regular Meeting Minutes

B. 15 December 2009, Regular Meeting Minutes

C. 04 February 2010, Special Meeting Minutes

Jerry Vandergriff pointed out an error on the December 1st 2009 minutes on page 6 of 9, the motion under 16B should read Port and Harbor Commission instead of Planning Commission.
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of December 1st 2009 as amended and the regular meeting minutes of December 15th 2009 and the special meeting minutes of February 4th 2010 as written.
SECONDED:  Becky Cotner seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.
5.  APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to approve the regular meeting agenda as written.
SECONDED:  Becky Cotner seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.
6.  MAYOR’S REPORT
A. Mayor Report – Mayor Lunceford
Mayor Lunceford stated that he had been pretty busy this last month traveling to Juneau and Washington D.C. trying to secure funding for our projects.

Mayor Lunceford gave a brief verbal report on his trips to Juneau and Washington D.C.
Mayor Lunceford stated that he his very confident that the Senators and Congressmen continues their support with our efforts here in Whittier. 

Mayor Lunceford stated “I went down to try and see if we could get the land transferred over to the City of Whittier from the Tank Farm and Senator Begich was very interested in trying to help do that.”
B. Vice Mayor Report – Shawni Phillips
Vice Mayor Phillips gave a brief verbal report on the hiring committee’s progress in reviewing the resumes that were received for the City Manager position and the Director of Administration position.
C. Commission Reports


1. Planning Commission
Charlene Arneson gave a brief verbal report of the last Planning Commission meeting.

2. Port and Harbor Commission
Ed Barrett stated that there wasn’t a quorum for the last Port and Harbor Commission meeting.
7.  CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

     A.  City Manager Report – Ed Barrett

See written report in original council packet.

Vice Mayor Phillips asked if she could get a hard copy of the Northern Economics study.

Ed Barrett told Vice Mayor Phillips that he does have hard copies of the harbor moorage rate study by Northern Economics and he would make sure that she gets one.

Juan Cardenas also requested a hard copy of the Northern Economics study.


B. Finance Report – January 2010
See Revenue and Expense report in council packet.
Jerry Vandergriff stated that in our budget, line item 6240 for community support the City Council added in $10,000 for the museum and he had been getting calls from Ted Spencer wanting the money. Ted thought it was a grant but it is written as a budget line item so Council needs to decide how to disperse that money to the museum.
Juan Cardenas recommended that the $10,000 be spent like a budget line item.

Jerry Vandergriff agreed.

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to consider line 6240, community support, the $10,000 for the museum be handled as a budget line item and be dispersed as it is spent rather than as grant.
SECONDED:  Juan Cardenas seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.

Ed Barrett briefly went over the finance report for January 2010.

Ed Barrett stated “There are some areas in the Fire Department budget that the Director of Public Safety and I are looking at, we would like to have more control over how that budget is being handled by the Fire Department.”

Juan Cardenas asked “What seems to be the issue there.”

Ed Barrett replied “We spend money by purchase order and we have a least one case that he knows of where a purchase order was run through a second time for more money.”

8.
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING
Dave Goldstein stated that he used to sit on the museum committee and that the museum received a $30,000 grant to get set up.
Dave Goldstein said “the way that worked you didn’t get $30,000; the money had to be spent first in order to get reimbursed.”

Dave Goldstein told Council “you need to put the horse before the cart instead of the cart before the horse.”
9.
CONSENT CALENDAR
None
10.
PUBLIC HEARINGS (NON-ORDINANCE)

None
11.
PRESENTATIONS
None
12. ORDINANCES

A.  Introduction (first reading)
None
B.  Public Hearing (second reading)
None
13.
RESOLUTIONS
A. #962-10 – A resolution supporting an enhancement type lagoon at the Head of the Bay, near Shakespeare Creek to support and develop an excellent terminal salmon fishery in Whittier
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to adopt resolution #962-10.
SECONDED:  Juan Cardenas seconded the motion.  
VOTE:  Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Shannon Tolman:  Yes, Mary Brenneman:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes, Shawni Phillips:  Yes
Motion passed 7-0.
14.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None

15.
NEW BUSINESS
A.  Whittier Museum Budget
This was taken care of earlier in the meeting during the finance report.
16.
COUNCIL DISCUSSION
A.  Doc Hudson’s Letter

Ed Barrett stated that Doc Hudson’s is the City’s supporting physician for the EMS department and he had sent us a letter regarding criminal history of some of our volunteers.
Ed Barrett stated that Council may want to discuss this in executive session rather that regular session.

Juan Cardenas said “I think it would be appropriate to go into executive session.”

Juan Cardenas suggested that Council finish going through the rest of the agenda and wait until the executive session part of the agenda.

17.
CITIZENS’ DISCUSSION
Peter Denmark asked what the status was on the harbor upland redevelopment project with CVP funds.
Peter Denmark stated “I kind of know that we haven’t proceeded but it is my hope as a resident of the City that we have a project that is essentially fully funded and I think we are remiss for not pro acting here and going after it.”

Mayor Lunceford replied “I’m not sure how soon we will have a new city manager on board but maybe we could get our current interim city manager to follow up and find out where we are at with this RFP process to see if we can’t start at least part of this project.”

Peter Denmark stated “Legal should be researching the acquisition of those properties by negotiation or eminent domain, that was the first step to fulfill the concept as designed.”
Juan Cardenas suggested putting this under unfinished business to give our interim city manager some time to research this.

Jerry Vandergriff stated that a couple of the questions could be answered pretty easily by calling our attorney to find out what stage the land acquisition is at, if Mark even initiated it before he left.

Mayor Lunceford asked if there was any further citizens’ discussion.

There was some brief discussion regarding the non performing leases in the harbor uplands.

Dave Goldstein encouraged the city to move forward on both the non performing leases and the Buckner Building.

There was some brief discussion on whether the issue regarding Doc Hudson’s letter and the EMS department should be discussed in executive session or in regular session.

Mayor Lunceford asked Dave Schofield to read Doc Hudson’s letter for the record.

Dave Schofield read aloud the letter from Doc Hudson.

18. COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATION RESPONSE TO CITIZENS’ COMMENTS
None
19.
COUNCIL DIRECTION TO CITY MANAGER

None
20.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION:  Mary Brenneman made a motion to go into executive session at 8:58 pm for matters that, if immediately disclosed, would tend to adversely affect the finances of the City.
SECONDED:  Juan Cardenas seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to go back into regular session at 9:16 pm.
SECONDED:  Juan Cardenas seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously
Mayor Lunceford entertained a motion to give the City Manager direction to pay an invoice and fulfill the obligations of a contract to an individual who represented the City of Whittier in the Exxon Valdez oil spill.
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to direct the City Manager to fulfill the obligations of a contract with an individual who represented the City of Whittier in the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill.
SECONDED:  Becky Cotner seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION:  Juan Cardenas declared a possible conflict of interest and asked to abstain from voting.

Mayor Lunceford asked the rest of the Council if they had any problem with Councilor Cardenas not voting.
VOTE:  Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Shannon Tolman:  Yes, Mary Brenneman:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes, Shawni Phillips:  Yes.

Motions passed 6-0-1 abstain.
21.  ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Mary Brenneman moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:19 pm.
SECONDED:  Jerry Vandergriff seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously
Attest:
____________________________

            _______________________________

Brenda Krol







            Lester Lunceford
City Clerk







            Mayor
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