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WHITTIER CITY COUNCIL 

 REGULAR MEETING, 

TUESDAY, MARCH 04, 2008
7:00 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

P-12 BUILDING
MINUTES
1.
CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Lunceford called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm 
2.
OPENING CEREMONY 
Mayor Lunceford led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.
ROLL CALL
A.  Council Members Present:  Jeremy Lancaster, Peter Denmark, Jerry Vandergriff, Lester Lunceford, Juan Cardenas, Dave Goldstein, Becky Cotner
B.  Council Members Absent:  None
C.   Administration Present:  Brenda Krol, City Clerk; Rick Harwell, Assistant City Manager 
Others present included:  Bob Haskell, Gregg Hanson, Ed Barrett, Charlene Arneson, Philip Johnston, Diana Blonski
4. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilor Denmark stated that at the last meeting there was discussion about having an executive session to discuss the ARM Parking Lot.

Councilor Denmark asked if we were prepared to talk about it.

Mayor Lunceford replied “I don’t believe so.”

Mayor Lunceford stated that he does recall it being mentioned.

Councilor Denmark stated “I’m taking notes Mr. Mayor and there are a number of things discussed at the last meeting that were going to be taken up at this meeting.

A.
Feb. 7, 2008 Special Meeting Minutes

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to approve the special meeting minutes of February 7th 2008 as written.
SECONDED:  Dave Goldstein seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

B.
Feb. 19, 2008 Regular Meeting Minutes

Dave Goldstein made a correction to paragraph 6 on page 6 of the minutes changing the word his to my.
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of February 19th 2008 as amended.
SECONDED:  Juan Cardenas seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

5.
APPROVAL OF SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA
Mayor Lunceford stated that it was brought to his attention that 12A #1 on the agenda needed to be removed.
Vice Mayor Vandergriff suggested added the travel agenda for the month of March under the Consent Agenda.

Mayor Lunceford agreed and added agenda item 9B – March Travel Agenda.
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to approve the regular meeting agenda as amended.
SECONDED:  Becky Cotner seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.
6.  MAYOR’S REPORT
A.
Mayor’s Report - Lester Lunceford
See original Council packet for copy of letter from Governor Sarah Palin.

Mayor Lunceford read aloud a letter that the City received from our Governor Sarah Palin regarding the extended tunnel hours for the Whittier Tunnel.
Mayor Lunceford stated that he just wanted to let everyone know that the Governor did respond to our letter that we sent to her expressing our interest for extended winter tunnel hours.
B.
Vice Mayor Report – Jerry Vandergriff
None
C.
Commission Reports

1.
Planning 

Jerry Vandergriff stated that the Hazardous Mitigation Plan has gone to FEMA for approval and if they approve it they will send it back to us and it will go before the City Council if they don’t approve it then it will go back to the Planning Commission.
2.
Port and Harbor
None
7.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
A.
City Manager Report – Mark Earnest 
Memo in original council packet from Assistant City Manager Rick Harwell
Rick Harwell stated that he had two things to add to the brief memo that he sent out today, one is Mark had contacted Mr. Gordon Burton and requested his attendance tonight but he was unable to attend, Mark asked Mr. Burton when he might be able to attend and asked him about attending in April and Mr. Burton thought that he may be busy then as well.

Rick Harwell stated that he will suggest to Mark that maybe we need to go one level above him and try to get some representation from the tunnel here.
Vice Mayor Vandergriff stated that he would appreciate it if administration would also find out why they now added a high wind mode to tunnel closures in addition to our cold weather mode.

Mayor Lunceford announced that the next Chamber of Commerce meeting is on March 11th at the Inlet Towers in Anchorage and he encouraged everyone to attend the Chamber meetings as often as they can so that we could get some good city representation there, he believed that the tunnel hours and the concerns that Council voiced at the last Council meeting should be addressed at the Chamber meeting as well and that Gordon Burton and another DOT representative are planning on being at the Chamber meeting.

Dave Goldstein stated that he had specifically followed up on the high wind comments and was told that it had to do to with possible fire in the tunnel and that if the winds are blowing from a certain direction it will blow it back into the oncoming vehicles.
Peter Denmark stated that another thing to add to the talking points of the tunnel is when then summer schedule comes how are they going to prioritize the buses on cruise ship days, we have seen inconsistent behaviors every summer since they’ve been here.
Peter Denmark reiterated follow up points that were discussed at the last Council meeting, including the executive session the ARM parking lot, the status of the tidelands lease at Smitty’s Cove, we were also going to review the ordinance regarding Council call ins at any given meeting and he was hoping to hear some specifics about how the materials being purchased for the harbor upgrades will be stored.

Mayor Lunceford stated that he knows that this is not an answer for any of those questions but prior to Mark going to the hospital he had stated that all of the issues were discussed with our city attorney and that he is working diligently on trying to come up with some type of concrete information to bring to the council on every one of those issues. 
Peter Denmark replied “okay and the other issue that presented itself last week was some initial research into the notion of annexing Bear Valley.”

Mayor Lunceford stated that hopefully we will have an executive session at the next council meeting.

B.
Director’s Reports 


1.  Harbor

See written report in Council packet.

Ed Barrett stated that he did not have anything to add to his written report.

Vice Mayor Vandergriff stated that in the past the Council has received statistics on collections, sales and other financial activity in the Harbormaster report and he asked if they could continue to receive that information.

Ed Barrett replied “you certainly may”.

2.  Public Safety

See written report in Council packet

Bob Haskell reported that six people had graduated from the ETT Course.

3.  Public Works

See written report in Council packet.
Gregg Hanson stated that he had nothing to add to his written report.
8.
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

None
9.
CONSENT AGENDA

A.
Anchor Inn – Liquor License Renewal

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to approve the liquor license renewal for the Anchor Inn.
SECONDED:  Juan Cardenas seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

B.
Travel Agenda
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to approve the travel agenda for March which includes travel for Mayor Lunceford and Mark Earnest to Washington D.C. and travel for Chief Haskell to Chicago for FEMA.
SECONDED:  Jeremy Lancaster seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

10.
PUBLIC HEARING (NON-ORDINANCE)

None
11.
PRESENTATIONS

None
12.
ORDINANCES

A.
Introduction (first reading)

1.  #532-08 – An ordinance amending Whittier Municipal Code Chapter 3.08 and 3.09 to establish monthly sales tax and fuel transfer excise tax returns

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to introduce ordinance #532-08, setting the public hearing date for March 18th 2008.
SECONDED:  Dave Goldstein seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

B.
Public Hearings (second reading)

1.
#530-08 – An ordinance decreasing the sales tax cap by repealing ordinance #523-07.

MOTION:  Dave Goldstein made a motion to open the public hearing on ordinance #530-08.
SECONDED:  Jerry Vandergriff seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Lunceford opened the public hearing on ordinance #530-08.

Charlene Arneson asked what the rational was behind adopting this ordinance.

Rick Harwell stated that Mark’s comment would be that this was one of the negotiations with primarily the cruise ship industry I think that if the sales tax rate increase passed from 3% to 5% and it did that he would ask Council to reduce the sales tax cap. 

Mayor Lunceford stated that the City Manager submitted to the Council a print out showing that the actual annual revenue that the City had received from the sales tax cap was very minimal compared to what we would have received from the sales tax increase.
Hearing no further comments from the public Mayor Lunceford closed the public hearing on ordinance #530-08.

MOTION:  Becky Cotner made a motion to close the public hearing on ordinance #530-08.
SECONDED:  Jerry Vandergriff seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Lunceford entertained a motion to adopt ordinance #530-08.

Councilor Dave Goldstein called for point of order and requested that Councilor Jeremy Lancaster recues himself from voting on ordinance #530-08.

Councilor Jeremy Lancaster agreed with Councilor Goldstein and stated that he does feel that he has a conflict.

Mayor Lunceford entertained a motion to excuse Councilor Lancaster from participating in this ordinance.

MOTION:  Dave Goldstein made a motion to excuse Councilor Lancaster from participation of ordinance #530-08.
SECONDED:  Juan Cardenas seconded the motion.
DISCUSSION:  Dave Goldstein asked Councilor Lancaster if his bonus was based on fuel sales.
Councilor Jeremy Lancaster answered “yes.”

VOTE:  Dave Goldstein:  Yes, Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Peter Denmark:  No, Becky Cotner:  Yes.
Motion passed 5-1.
Mayor Lunceford entertained a motion to adopt ordinance #530-08.

MOTION:  Juan Cardenas made a motion to adopt ordinance #530-08.
SECONDED:  Jerry Vandergriff seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Peter Denmark:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Dave Goldstein:  Yes, Lester Lunceford:  Yes.

Motion passed 6-0.

13.
RESOLUTIONS

A.
#882-08 – A resolution requesting the Alaska State Legislature amend City of Whittier designated legislative grant title to read “Community Projects and Improvements”.

MOTION:  Peter Denmark made a motion to adopt resolution #882-08.
SECONDED:  Becky Cotner seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

14.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None

15.
NEW BUSINESS

A.  Shotgun Cove land sales RFP

There was some brief discussion regarding the Shotgun Cove land sales RFP.

Councilor Dave Goldstein stated “I think with this RFP what the intent is and I believe the wording is such that it is basically asking someone to come up with a plan.”
Councilor Denmark stated “I think we need to go in with some basic ideas and if we ever want to sell those lots he supports anything that helps plan, survey and plat.”

Councilor Goldstein stated “I sure don’t have any expertise to plat land or to decide what size those parcels should be or to develop a marketing plan.”
Councilor Goldstein stated “I think the intent of the City Manager is to solicit bids from companies that have a lot of expertise in this and then to pick the best one.”

Councilor Denmark stated that this probably is going to require a community meeting at the same time to kind of roll over all of the issues here.  

Councilor Denmark stated that he believes that the responsibility is a little bit deeper than just revenue and expense.

Councilor Goldstein agreed that this is a very important project and would invite public comment on this issue and he stated that a workshop is an excellent idea.

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made a motion to table the Shotgun Cove land sales RFP until the City Manager is available.
SECONDED:  Juan Cardenas seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

B.  City Manager’s report

Assistant City Manager Rick Harwell stated that this was discussed in a staff meeting the other day, what is in the City Manager’s report and what should be and shouldn’t be and the staff’s suggestion to the Council is that Mark would write a City Manager’s report that would include all of our department issues and consolidate those as he works for the Council and we work for him and then the department heads would still be available to answer any questions.
There was some brief discussion regarding the consolidation of the department reports into one report submitted by the City Manager to the Council.

Vice Mayor Vandergriff stated that Mark always seems to be under the gun and stressed out and if he has to pull together all of the reports and consolidate them into one that would be adding more work for him.

Rick Harwell gave a brief update on the City’s website, he stated that the City has received an initial draft on the design and a nice letter and he would be happy to share that with Council.  

Rick Harwell stated that the City is finalizing the design and then we will start building the contents of the website.

16.
COUNCIL DISCUSSION
Dave Goldstein stated that he is concerned that we still don’t know who owns the Buckner Building.
Dave Goldstein asked that the City research to find the owner of the Buckner Building.
Jerry Vandergriff stated that we have been having a lot of trouble with the levee and he didn’t think that it was getting enough attention from the City.

Jerry Vandergriff stated that if that thing rises this spring and we have a big storm there is not going to be anything left between here and the harbor.

Jerry Vandergriff stated that the levee should be moved up on the priority list.

MOTION:  Dave Goldstein made a motion to direct the City Manager to do some research to find the current owner of the Buckner Building.
SECONDED:  Jerry Vandergriff seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

17.  CITIZENS’ DISCUSSION

Diana Blonksi stated that her sister Lisa Hogan may be able to help the City with finding the owner of the Buckner Building.

Charlene Arneson stated that the Whittier Watershed Council was working on moving the monument that sits on railroad property.

Charlene Arneson stated that the Whittier Watershed Council was also working on a beautification project for this spring.

Peter Denmark stated that the beautification project is an annual event and a priority for us and he stated that the Public Works building and the Great Pacific building both need to be painted.
18.
COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATION RESPONSE TO CITIZENS’ COMMENTS

19.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

20.
COUNCIL DIRECTION TO CITY MANAGER

21.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Jeremy Lancaster made a motion to adjourn at 8:42 pm.
SECONDED:  Jerry Vandergriff seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

Attest:
____________________________

            _______________________________

Brenda Krol







            Lester Lunceford

City Clerk







            Mayor
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