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WHITTIER CITY COUNCIL 

 REGULAR MEETING
TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 2008
7:00 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

P-12 BUILDING
MINUTES
1.
CALL TO ORDER 

Vice Mayor Vandergriff called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. 
2.
OPENING CEREMONY 
Vice Mayor Vandergriff led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3.
ROLL CALL
A.  Council Members Present: Peter Denmark, Jerry Vandergriff, Juan Cardenas, Dave Goldstein, and Becky Cotner (arrived at 7:06)
B.  Council Members Absent:  Jeremy Lancaster, Lester Lunceford
Vice Mayor Vandergriff stated that received an email from Mayor Lunceford stating that he would be in Juneau on State business.
Vice Mayor Vandergriff entertained a motion to excuse Mayor Lunceford from tonight’s meeting.

MOTION:  Juan Cardenas made a motion to excuse Lester Lunceford from tonight’s Council meeting
SECONDED:  Dave Goldstein seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Dave Goldstein:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Peter Denmark:  Yes.
Motion passed 4-0.

C.  Excused Absence:  Lester Lunceford
D.   Administration Present:  Brenda Krol, City Clerk; Mark Earnest, City Manager
Others present included:  Rick Harwell, Bob Haskell, and Ed Barrett
4.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A.  04 March 2008, Regular Meeting Minutes
Vice Mayor Vandergriff asked that the record reflect that Councilor Cotner arrived at 7:06 pm.

Dave Goldstein and Vice Mayor Vandergriff noted the following changes to the March 4th 2008 minutes.
Page 2 of 7 – under Planning Commission Reports should read Hazard Mitigation Plan instead of Hazardous Mitigation Plan.
Page 4 of 7 second paragraph from the bottom should read rationale instead of rational
Page 5 of 7 fifth paragraph down should read recuse instead of recues

MOTION:  Dave Goldstein made a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of March 04, 2008 as amended
SECONDED:  Juan Cardenas seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Dave Goldstein:  Yes, Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Peter Denmark:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes.
Motion passed 5-0.
5.  APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
Resolution #883-08 was added to the agenda as item 13A.
Mark Earnest clarified for the record that items could be added to a regular meeting agenda if it absolutely necessary.

MOTION:  Juan Cardenas made a motion to approve the regular meeting agenda of March 18th 2008 as amended.
SECONDED:  Peter Denmark seconded the motion.
VOTE:   Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Peter Denmark:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Dave Goldstein:  Yes.
Motion passed 5-0.

6.  
MAYOR’S REPORT – MAYOR LESTER LUNCEFORD
A.  
Mayor Report – Mayor Lunceford
Vice Mayor Vandergriff stated that Mayor Lunceford emailed a report, hopefully everyone got it.
B.  Vice Mayor Report – Jerry Vandergriff
Vice Mayor Vandergriff stated that he did not have a written report but he did meet with Gordon Burton for 45 minutes today about things that Council had discussed regarding the tunnel and he got a few things straightened out.
Vice Mayor Vandergriff reported that the buses when they have passengers in them will still go first and the reason for that is because the safe houses will only house 55 people and the buses have to be separated by 44 seconds with a maximum of 8 buses in the tunnel at a time.

C.  Other Reports on Commissions and Projects

   1.  Planning and Zoning

None

   2.  Port and Harbor

None
7.    CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
A.  City Managers Report – Mark Earnest
See written report in Council packet
Mark Earnest gave a brief report on his and the Mayor’s trip to Washington D.C.
Mark Earnest also mentioned the 7th Annual Walk to Whittier in his written report and he requested Council’s consideration in approving the Walk to Whittier Permit.
MOTION:  Juan Cardenas made a motion to approve the permit for the 7th Annual Walk to Whittier.
SECONDED:  Dave Goldstein seconded the motion.
DISCUSSION:  Vice Mayor Vandergriff stated that the first paragraph of the permit reads Sunday, June 8, 2007 and it should read 2008.

Both the maker of the motion and the second agreed to approve the permit with the correction.

VOTE:   Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Dave Goldstein:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Peter Denmark:  Yes.

Motion passed 5-0.  

Mark Earnest reported that he is scheduled to travel to Juneau next week (dates to be determined) to meet with out Legislative delegation and Administration staff, including the Office of the Governor and he is proposing to have Assistant City Manager, Rick Harwell accompany him.
MOTION:  Peter Denmark made a motion to approve the travel agenda for March 2008 allowing both Mark Earnest and Rick Harwell to travel to Juneau.
SECONDED:  Becky Cotner seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Peter Denmark:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Dave Goldstein:  Yes, Juan Cardenas:  Yes.

Motion passed 5-0.  

Mark Earnest requested the Council’s direction in setting a time and date for the Shotgun Cove Land RFP Work Session and he stated that the only dates that did not work for him were March 31- April 3, 2008.

Council discussed it and decided to schedule the Shotgun Cove Work Session for Thursday, March 27, 2008 at 1:00 pm.  (Note:  this work session was later changed to 2:00 pm because of staff training).
Mark Earnest reported that he is working diligently on the Marine Park / Rezoning.  
Mark Earnest stated that he is working with the City Attorney, Brooks Chandler to create the documents and ordinances that will be required to establish the marine park in the Smitty’s Cove/First Salmon Run area and he his hoping to get the information available for the Planning Commission for their April 8th meeting and then for Council in late April.

B.  Finance Report – Jeff Frier

See February 2008 revenue and expense report in Council packet

Mark Earnest stated that he is very pleased that Administration is able to print documents that he believes is very close to giving Council an accurate picture of where the City is at financially.

Mark Earnest stated that the City has new accounting software and new people and we are integrating different software systems into the main accounting system and we are diligently going through this with the Directors’ input.
Mark Earnest stated that Rick Harwell and the Administrative staff have been working many hours fine tuning this process and working out any kinks and he encouraged any Council Members that have any questions to please come by the City Office and/or give us a call.
Mark Earnest extended his appreciation to Rick Harwell for heading this process.

Peter Denmark thanked Rick Harwell for all his hard work and stated that on the surface the process of an outside service for bookkeeping and the reporting function seems to be working and if we plan on continuing to do it this way we need to change our ordinance.
Peter Denmark stated that this seems like a viable process and without speaking to the notion of checks and balances an ordinance change is in order because our code still calls for a Finance Director. 

8.
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING
None
9.
CONSENT CALENDAR
A.  Swiftwater Seafood Café – Liquor License Renewal
MOTION:  Juan Cardenas made a motion to approve the liquor license renewal for Swiftwater Seafood Café.
SECONDED:  Dave Goldstein seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Dave Goldstein:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Peter Denmark:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes.
Motion passed 5-0.

10.
PUBLIC HEARINGS (NON-ORDINANCE)

None
11.
PRESENTATIONS

None
12. ORDINANCES

A.  Introduction (first reading)
None
B.  Public Hearings (second reading)
1.  #532-08 – An ordinance amending Whittier Municipal Code Chapter 3.08 and 3.09 to establish monthly sales tax and fuel transfer excise tax returns
MOTION:  Peter Denmark made a motion to open the public hearing on ordinance #532-08.

SECONDED:  Becky Cotner seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

Vice Mayor Vandergriff opened the public hearing on ordinance #532-08.

Hearing no public comment Vice Mayor Vandergriff entertained a motion to close the public hearing.

MOTION:  Dave Goldstein made a motion to close the public hearing on ordinance #532-08

SECONDED:  Juan Cardenas seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION:  Juan Cardenas made a motion to adopt ordinance #532-08.

SECONDED:  Peter Denmark seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION:  Mark Earnest stated that he did receive a request from the business community to change section 3.08.250 (B) and section 3.09.030 (B) changing the due date from the fifth business day following the last day of the month to the tenth business day.

The maker of the motion and the second both agreed to adopt ordinance #532-08 as amended changing the due date from the fifth business day to the tenth business day.

VOTE:  Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Peter Denmark:  Yes, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Dave Goldstein:  Yes.
Motion passed 5-0.
13.
RESOLUTIONS
A.  #883-08 – A resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a purchase agreement with LB Foster Company for materials needed for construction of the Whittier Small Boat Harbor – Phase I Project.
MOTION:  Juan Cardenas made a motion to adopt resolution #883-08.

SECONDED:  Dave Goldstein seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

14.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A.  Shotgun Cove land sales RFP
Council addressed this earlier in the meeting scheduling a Council Work Session for Thursday, March 27th 2008 at 1:00 pm.

15.
NEW BUSINESS
A.  Annexation of Bear Valley and Portage Valley Discussion
Mark Earnest stated that he believes that this is a huge issue and he asked for some clarification or direction from Council.

Councilor Denmark stated that he would like to see a map and suggested that step one is to provide the Council with a map.

Mark Earnest asked that this remain under unfinished business and agreed to provide Council with a map.

16.
COUNCIL DISCUSSION
Dave Goldstein asked the City Manager to dialogue with DOT regarding the bridge schedule.
Dave Goldstein stated that the bridge schedule goes into effect a couple of weeks before the regular summer schedule and in his opinion it doesn’t really do anything but increase the hours a little bit, you still cannot get out in the morning if you want to work in Girdwood or Anchorage.

Dave Goldstein encouraged the administration to approach the subject with DOT about creating a bridge schedule that is coincident with daylight savings time.
Dave Goldstein applauded the administration for emailing the Council packets but asked that in the future they get them out by the close of business on Friday.

17.
CITIZENS’ DISCUSSION
None

18. COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATION RESPONSE TO CITIZENS’ COMMENTS
None
19.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION:  Juan Cardenas made a motion to go into executive session at 8:37 pm

SECONDED:  Dave Goldstein seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION:  Mark Earnest stated that for the record the subject of the executive session is to discuss Larry Gilman’s property, the Buckner Building and the ARM Parking lot.
VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

20.
COUNCIL DIRECTION TO CITY MANAGER

MOTION:  Dave Goldstein made a motion to direct the City Manager to go into negotiations with Montauk 

SECONDED:  Juan Cardenas seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION:  Juan Cardenas made a motion to direct the City Manager to go into negotiations with Lynden Transport.

SECONDED:  Becky Cotner seconded the motion.

VOTE:   Juan Cardenas:  Yes, Becky Cotner:  Yes, Peter Denmark:  No, Jerry Vandergriff:  Yes, Dave Goldstein:  Yes

Motion passed 4-1.

21.  ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Juan Cardenas moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:48 pm
SECONDED:  Dave Goldstein seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously
Attest:
____________________________

            _______________________________

Brenda Krol







            Lester Lunceford

City Clerk







            Mayor
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