PLANNING COMMISSION

Regular Meeting

Tuesday May 10, 2011
Homeowner’s Lounge, BTI
MINUTES

1.  CALL TO ORDER
Jerry Vandergriff called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm
2.  OPENING CEREMONY
Jerry Vandergriff led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.  ROLL CALL
Commission members present and establishing a quorum:

Jerry Vandergriff
  Seat A

Present
Rob Cone-Clark
  Seat B

Absent
Ed Hedges
  Seat C

Present
Walter Finke                     Seat D             Present
Charlene Arneson             Seat E

Absent
MOTION:  Walter Finke made a motion to excuse Rob Cone-Clark from the Tuesday May 10, 2011 Planning & Zoning Meeting.

SECOND:  Ed Hedges seconded the motion.

VOTE:  The vote passed unanimously

3-0

Discussion:  None

MOTION:  Walter Finke made a motion to excuse Charlene Arneson from the Tuesday May 10, 2011 Planning & Zoning Meeting.

SECOND:  Ed Hedges seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Unanimous

3 – 0

ADMINISTRATION PRESENT

Robert Prunella, City Manager
  PUBLIC PRESENT – 
None
4.  APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
MOTION:  Ed Hedges made a motion to approve the agenda of Tuesday May 10, 2011 as written.
SECOND.  Walter Finke seconded the motion.
      VOTE:  Unanimous 
      3 - 0

5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MOTION:  Walter Finke made the motion to approve the Special Meeting Minutes of Thursday, April 14, 2011 as written.
SECOND:  Ed Hedges seconded the motion.
VOTE: Unanimous
3-0

6.  ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
     a.  Robert Prunella, City Manager – Bob spent some time reviewing the Comprehensive Plan.  Terri found maps that he had never seen prior that showed current use, planned use, zoning, etc.  It will take some time to finish reviewing and understand them. 

Bob called Suzanne Taylor and discussed what it will take to renew the Comprehensive Plan.  According to the Accountants, there is approximately $25,000 – $30,000 available for this project.    Bob estimated that this would be sufficient funding to accomplish a review of the plan and suggested that the Planning Commission and the City Council have a joint work session with Suzanne Taylor to start the ball rolling with ideas and new information.  Bob stressed the importance of informing the community that when the original plan was written, a commitment was made to review and be fiscally responsible in the planning of Whittier’s future.
Jerry Vandergriff agreed and stated that the population’s perception has changed significantly since the time that the plan was written.  The public needs to be involved and share ideas on what they want for the future of our Community.  Jerry used Shotgun Cove Road Development project as an example:  USKH originally stated that the project would cost $14 – $16 million to develop and has now been changed to $30.9 million to develop.  He doubts that most of the community recognizes this and knows the details of the change. 
Walt stated that we are getting ready to spend a big chunk of money; we should make sure that it is spent wisely and on what the community wants.   
Bob said that every day he discovers new information.  He was not told, nor is it documented properly that there is $325,000.00 to build a new railway station.  Jerry stated that from previous City Manager, the City has permission to spend that money on another project.  Bob is making a recommendation to the Council that the current Grant Administrator contract not be renewed; that the City seek services from another vendor.   Bob said that the City has not gotten their monies worth from the current grant administrator.
Jerry Vandergriff shared that Terry Bender has a copy of every map that has ever been created for the City.  He also suggested that there is a map cabinet in the Public Works Office.

7.  NEW BUSINESS 
8.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a. Locate the Official City Charter

Rob Cone-Clark told Jerry that he located a State agency that registers all City Charters.  Rob will be contacting Terri with that information.
b. Review of Comprehensive Plan
Discussed above.
c. Review of Hazardous Mitigation Plans:
David Schofield reported in a previous meeting that the annual review is complete and the HMP will be up for review of the five year plan in approximately two years.  This item should be removed from the unfinished business agenda.

d. Coastal Zone Management Program – Seward Tidelands Park: 
Jerry is working with Seward City Clerk to replicate an ordinance that made the coastline a park.  
Jerry did receive a copy of the resolutions that dictate camping areas and fees.  He explained that if the City will have local control of the coasts within the city limits if we can create an ordinance dedicating the coastline a park and zone its use.
e. Zoning – Head of Passage Canal:
Table
f. Zoning – Cliffside Marina:
Bob suggested looking into rezoning some areas waterfront property instead of Harbor.
g. Review of Tideland Zoning:
Table
9.  PUBLIC COMMENT:   
None 
10. COMMISSION COMMENTS: 
Bob stated that the DOT is going after money for airport design.  Jerry said that there is already money for airport design.  An airport at Emerald Point was in the design phase with a previous City Manager.  

Walter Finke stated that he would like to see an “H” or an “X” painted on the current landing strip for safety.  Ed Hedges added that our airport is designated an “Unmaintained Airport” and that is why it is not labeled.
11.  NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS:  
         Remove 8c.

12.  NEXT MEETING ATTENDANCE PLANS:  Tuesday, June 14, 2011 @ 7:00 pm.  Home Owners Lounge, BTI.
13.  ADJOURNMENT:  
MOTION: Ed Hedges made the motion to adjourn the meeting
SECOND: Walter Finke seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Unanimous
3-0
Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.
Attest:

Teresa Wilson,                                           Jerry Vandergriff,
Commission Clerk                                     Commission Vice Chairperson
Special Meeting Minutes
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