



PLANNING COMMISSION





Regular Meeting

Tuesday November 10th, 2009 

7:00 PM
Cullum Room (1st floor Begich Towers)
MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER

Charlene Arneson called the meeting to order at   7:06 P.M.

OPENING CEREMONY

Charlene Arneson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL 

Commission members present and establishing a quorum:

Jerry Vandergriff
 Seat A

Present

Paul Heimbuch
 Seat B

Present

Virginia Bender
 Seat C

Absent

Walter Finke                   Seat D

Present

Charlene Arneson           Seat E

Present

ADMINISTRATION PRESENT
Scott Korbe, Director of Public Works

Becky Clement, Commissions Clerk 

PUBLIC PRESENT
APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made the motion to approve the agenda of the November 10th, 2009 regular meeting of the Planning Commission.

SECOND:  Walter Finke seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. September 8th, 2009 Regular Meeting Minutes

MOTION: Paul Heimbuch moved to approve the minutes of the September 8th, 2009 regular meeting of the Planning Commission.

SECOND: Walter Finke seconded the motion.
VOTE: Motion passed unanimously.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Director of Public Works, Scott Korbe, apologized to Mme Chair that he did not have a prepared report adding that he would be happy to inform the commissioners on what has transpired since the last Planning Commission meeting.  

Mr. Korbe cited the minutes of the last meeting, mentioning the lengthy discussion about Mr. Larry Gilman’s intended use of Blk 2, Lot 4 of Whittier Subdivision, Phase One (owned by Joe Shen).  Mr. Korbe reported that Mr. Gilman did receive a land use permit to put a building structure on the lot the permit was issued and fees were paid.  He stated that Mr. Gilman did call the fire marshal’s office after the last Planning Commission meeting and told the fire marshal that the structure was going to be a personal garage, in which case the fire marshal does not have jurisdiction.  Mr. Korbe noted that if Mr. Gilman later decides to do commercial or industrial business out of this shop he will have to first call the fire marshal and comply with all conditions of the fire marshal’s permit.

Charlene Arneson added that the Planning Commission needs to monitor the status of the land use for the protection of the City of Whittier and Mr. Shen, the owner of the lot. 

Moving on, Mr. Korbe reported that AML/Lynden pulled a land use permit for the construction of an asphalt pad and that they checked with the fire marshal about their container structure finding that it does not fall under their jurisdiction. Mr. Korbe noted that Chugach Electric has pulled a land use permit to cross underneath Hill Street coming off of Blackstone Rd. to bury underground electrical lines into the new Lynden property and will abandon all overhead power from Depot Rd. to Smitty’s Cove.  He also explained that we are working with Chugach to maintain all light standards that are up currently.  Mr. Korbe stated that there was a small issue with Lynden’s planned placement of their asphalt pad and building which was caught in the permitting process.  Lynden was not planning to be 200 feet away from the Manor and so they adjusted their plans to comply with regulations, resurveyed it and put it 200 feet away from the Manor.

Director Korbe reported to the Commission that he spoke with Gary (who is the skipper of the 

cruise vessel “Klondike” of Phillip’s Cruises) about procedures to take to put a residence on top of their building.  Mr. Korbe advised him of proper procedures to go forward.

Mr. Korbe stated that the City has five land use permits in the works and with Shoreside Petroleum we have six.  Shoreside Petroleum is talking about putting in a building adjacent to their tanks.  This land is owned by the Railroad but the City of Whittier has jurisdiction over setbacks.  Mme Chair told Mr. Korbe that Mike Fretwell of the Railroad is the person to go to for business wanting to build on RR property.  Jerry Vandergriff asked Mme. Chair if she would talk to Mr. Fretwell about getting the warm-up shack donated to Smitty’s Cove Dive Park.  Mme. Chair said she would.
Mr. Korbe described the research and problems involved in finding the established owners of the land at the head of Passage Canal that include Neil Road (aka 12 Mile Road) for maintenance decisions and work.

Mr. Korbe announced the end of his report and encouraged the Commissioners to take a look at our Permit Packet.  It is online via the City’s website the way Gregg Hanson authored it.

NEW BUSINESS

There was no new business on the Agenda.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A.   Organization of Maps and Plats
      Commissions Clerk, Becky Clement, reported that she had emailed a request to see about               getting the commission a new flat file cabinet for our maps/plats.  Paul Heimbuch said he has         seen a flat cabinet in good condition at P-12.  Commissions Clerk said she would find out              about this cabinet. and report back.

B.  Zoning – Head of Passage Canal 

     Charlene Arneson stated that we are gutting this for now until the City of Whittier is ready to         go forward with it.
PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

COMMISSION COMMENT

Scott Korbe said that the Nuisance Abatement Officer topic and possible assignment would be on the 12-1-2009 City Council Meeting Agenda. 
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made the motion to adjourn the meeting.

SECOND:  Walter Finke seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting Adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
Attest:

Rebecca Clement,                                                              Charlene Arneson,
Commissions Clerk                                                            Commission Chairperson                                                                                                                   
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