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PLANNING COMMISSION

Regular Meeting

Tuesday December 8th, 2009
7:00 PM
Cullum Room (1st floor Begich Towers)
MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER

Charlene Arneson called the meeting to order at   7:00 P.M.

OPENING CEREMONY

Charlene Arneson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

Commission members present and establishing a quorum:

Jerry Vandergriff
 Seat A

Present

Rob Cone-Clark
 Seat B

Present

Ed Hedges
 Seat C

Present
Walter Finke                   Seat D

Present
Charlene Arneson           Seat E

Present

ADMINISTRATION PRESENT
Scott Korbe, Director of Public Works

Becky Clement, Commissions Clerk

PUBLIC PRESENT
Becky Cotner

Kelly Powers

K.C. Jackson

Ed Barrett
APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made the motion to approve the agenda of the December 8th, 2009 regular meeting of the Planning Commission.

SECOND:  Walter Finke seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.


REORGANIZATION OF 2009/2010 PLANNING COMMISSION
A.  Appointment of new seats to the Planning Commission

Charlene Arneson stated that at this time the newly appointed seats to the Planning Commission would be sworn in.  Mme Chair explained that because we (planning commissioners) make decisions that we should actually take an oath of office.  
Commissioner Jerry Vandergriff stated that we don’t make decisions.  We make recommendations to the City Council.
Mme. Chair explained that she learned and Mark’s (Earnest) take on it is because we do do some long sight things and make decisions that we should need to take an oath of office so that it is legal and official.  If we didn’t do variances (such as eradication of lot lines) and make decisions like that then it wouldn’t be such a big thing.
The oaths were administered to all five seats simultaneously by Commission Clerk, Becky Clement.

Mme Chair, Charlene Arneson closed out the meeting of the 2008/2009 commission and directed the Commission Clerk to ask for nominations for the Chair (who will then reconvene the meetings of the 2009/2010 commission.)

Commission Clerk, Becky Clement called for a motion for nominations for the 
Chair of the 2009/2010 Planning Commission.

MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff moved to nominate Charlene Arneson as Chairperson.

SECOND:   Walter Finke seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Unanimous.

Re-elected as Chairperson, Charlene Arneson then convened the Planning Commission Meeting for the year 2009/2010 at 7:08p.m. and opened the floor for nominations for vice-chair of the Planning Commission yr2009/2010.
MOTION:  Rob Cone-Clark made a motion to nominate Jerry Vandergriff as Vice-Chairperson to the Planning Commission.

SECOND:  Walter Finke seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Unanimous.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A.  September 8th, 2009 Regular Meeting Minutes

MOTION: Jerry Vandergriff moved to approve the minutes of the November 10th, 2009 regular meeting of the Planning Commission.

SECOND: Walter Finke seconded the motion.
VOTE: Motion passed unanimously.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

A.  A written report from the Director of Administration, Matt Abbey was provided in packets.
Jerry Vandergriff offered that the report suggested a one-time only raise in property taxes to fund the replacement of the roof of the P-12 Building and once the roof is paid for, the City would revert back to the previous tax rate.  Mr. Vandergriff noted that the estimated cost of repairs is $2,000,000.  There was discussion about the state of the roof now (especially when it rains) and problems with parts of the roof in the past.  
Rob Cone-Clark mentioned that he had just completed hooking up an AV switch in Council Chambers for the purpose of televising meetings even though his gear had been rained on the previous meeting.
Commissioner Vandergriff stated that we (the City of Whittier) spent $60,000 studying the roof problem.
Ms. Arneson said that she noticed we are still working with the Buckner Building business.
Director of Public Works, Scott Korbe stated that Mr. Abbey had informed him early this week that the actual papers are being served on the Buckner Bldg.  There was discussion about who the owner of the building is.

Commissioner Cone-Clark stated that he heard Mr. Abbey was leaving his job with the City and was told by other members of the Commission that the Director of Administration had taken a job in Colorado.  There was a discussion about potential problems ensuing because of the loss of both the City Manager and The Director of Administration at the same time.  Charlene Arneson said she suggested to the Mayor that the City get an interim City Manager as this was the best solution in the past in similar circumstances. Commissioner Cone-Clark asked how the Planning Commission would be affected by these changes.  It was determined that the City Manager is the zoning administrator as per City of Whittier Code.  Mme Chairperson explained how the interim City Manager system works and that the AML has a list of interim City Managers from which the City can choose.  Ms. Arneson stated that the first thing to do is to get someone in the seat of the City Manager position and to get things stabilized.  Commissioner Vandergriff  made note that Joey (Viera-gotay), the City bookkeeper stepped up and is learning about all the grants that we’ve got going right now and is getting a list of them. what has to be done to administer them properly and which ones we’re trying to get right now so he can follow up on them and he is doing that on his own so that will be an incredible help.  Mme Chair stated that she thinks Ed (Barrett) handles a lot of it and was told that he could handle most of it now.  A discussion took place among commissioners and Mr. Barrett regarding some of the aspects of administering the grants the City has.

B.  Director of Public Works, Scott Korbe reported that AML is starting construction of their underground utility lines at the old Gilman property and is starting to put pencil to paper in developing that property and that we will get a draft copy as soon as it becomes available.  Mr. Korbe said that Shoreside Petroleum has been quiet about their building plans thus far.
Charlene Arneson added that she asked Mike Fretwell of the ARRC if the City could use the warm-up shack at Smitty’s Cove Dive Park and that Mr. Fretwell acquiesced and that the building does not have to be moved.  Ms. Arneson stated that it was not donated per se, that is has electricity.  Scott Korbe noted that if the building is ever donated to the City to make sure there was proper documentation.
Mr. Korbe mentioned that he is still working on the Neil Road land questions.
Charlene Arneson brought up the issue of condos #1201 and #1202 possibility needing to be replatted to reflect the combining of the two units by the present owner.  Ms. Arneson directed the Commissions Clerk to contact the State Recorder’s Office in Anchorage to see what they have to say about any action that The Planning Commission may need to take.

NEW BUSINESS

A.  Zoning of Cliffside Marina

Mme. Chair began by stating that she had this put on the agenda and added that the Tidelands at the HOPC, the Marina, and at Smitty’s Cove have not been zoned.  They are just tidelands.  She stated that Cliffside Marina asked this commission to zone that for them.  Right now Cliffside’s lease is at the attorney so that, at this point, it’s not a big issue.  Ms. Arneson reminded that if this topic does not stay on the agenda it may get dropped so we will keep it on the agenda to keep it in our radar.  When asked by Commissioner Rob Cone-Clark if there had been any zoning of the Tidelands in the last couple years, Ms. Arneson answered there had not been  because there was an issue of who was going to own it, DNR, the Railroad, or Whittier.  Everything (the money) was put into a pot and finally DNR picked who owned what.  Mr. Cone-Clark asked where he could go to research this.  From the audience, Mr. Barrett gave some ideas.  Mr. Barrett discussed the plans and process in developing the Head of Passage Canal.  Discussion followed among commissioners.
Charlene Arneson brought up the subject of the tent structure on Protzman’s property stating that it has been determined that that structure has to be in compliance with Whittier City Code and is not under the jurisdiction of the Railroad as was thought.  She stated that Larry Gilman has a similar structure and wanted to make sure that both sites were treated equally. Ed Barrett suggested that there may be proper paperwork (issued when Gregg Hanson was Director of Public Works) on the structure on the Protzman land.
PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

COMMISSION COMMENTS

Commissioner Rob Cone-Clark expressed that he understands the present concerns of the Planning Commission and will spend more time studying.  He also mentioned the upcoming update of the Comprehensive Plan and was told by Commissioner Arneson that the update had already taken place and that it was sent to City Council for review and update about a year ago.
Mr. Cone-Clark stated that he would like to have a hard copy of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.


ADJOURNMENT
Mme. Chairperson, Charlene Arneson welcomed the guests and then entertained motion for adjournment.
MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff moved to adjourn the December 12th, 2009 regular meeting

of the Planning Commission.

SECOND:  Walter Finke seconded the motion.

VOTE:  Unanimous.
Meeting adjourned at 8:09pm.
Attest:

Rebecca Clement,                                                              Charlene Arneson,
Commissions Clerk                                                            Commission Chairperson
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