PLANNING COMMISSION

Regular Meeting

October 12, 2010
Homeowner’s Lounge, BTI
MINUTES

1. CALL TO ORDER
Charlene Arneson called the meeting to order at   7:04 pm
2.  OPENING CEREMONY
Charlene Arneson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.  ROLL CALL
Commission members present and establishing a quorum:

Jerry Vandergriff
  Seat A

Present
Rob Cone-Clark
  Seat B

Absent
Ed Hedges
  Seat C

Absent
Walter Finke                     Seat D             Present
Charlene Arneson             Seat E

Present

MOTION: Jerry Vandergriff made the motion to excuse the absences of Rob Cone-Clark and Ed Hedges.

SECOND: Walter Finke seconded the motion

VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.
  ADMINISTRATION PRESENT

       John Janik, City Manager

       Scott Korbe, Director of Public Works

       Dyanna Barnes, Commission Clerk 
  PUBLIC PRESENT – Bob Hodson
4.  APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
     MOTION:  Jerry Vandergriff made the motion to approve the October 12, 2010 Agenda with       amendments.
     SECOND:  Walter Finke seconded the motion.






     DISCUSSION: Charlene Arneson suggested an amendment. That “7-C” is changed to                  read “City Subdivision Phase ll - Brad Von Wichman Property.
     VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.
5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. September 14th, 2010 Regular Meeting Minutes:
    MOTION: Jerry Vandergriff moved to approve the regular minutes of September 14th, 2010 as      written 
    SECOND: Walter Finke seconded the motion.
    VOTE: Motion passed unanimously.

6.  ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
      A.   John Janik, City Manager:   Reported that the elections were over, but there was                    going to be a runoff for Seat A between Arnie Arneson and Dan Blair.  MR. Janik stated                 that there was not much new to report. But that the construction for Shotgun Cove Road                 has begun again. The deadline for bids for the Head of the Bay Project is October 20th.                  And that the bid package for the Harbor Sheet Pile project should be finalized this week or             next week. Mr. Janik made the suggestion that the P&Z Commission send someone to the              Commission training in Juneau this year. Discussion followed.  It was undecided as to                    who would attend this.
      B. Scott Korbe, Director of Public Works:  Stated that things had been pretty quiet. He                    reported that water service to Shoreside’s new building was done. He also reported that                 Alaska West/AML applied for a permit for water and sewer. They are updating and                         installing a sanitary sewer line up Hill Street, also a storm catch basin to facilitate drainage             through their yard. He stated that they have been a pleasure to work with. He reported                     that he was working with John Janik to get a grant for O’Neal Creek culvert replacement.
           They hope to have a draft out by the 14th and delivered to the Whittier Watershed Council              for review. Hopefully they can submit the grant by the 19th.  Charlene Arneson asked if we             were going to paint the driveway for Brenda Tolman. Scott asked did the clerk draft and                 send the letter of denial to Brenda Tolman. The clerk responded that yes she had. And she               would get a copy to Scott. Scott replied to Charlene that he had not heard from Ms Tolman            regarding this issue.
7.  NEW BUSINESS     
a. Hazardous Mitigation Plan:  John Janik stated that he felt that Whittier Creek bed is a priority, Last week the rain caused more erosion, the creek bed is eroding away, differentials are exposed and other things as well.  He checked it today and it is still bubbling where it is bleeding through. He talked to the Corps of Engineers and they want to do a million dollar study, and approximately ten million dollars to fix it. Mr. Harvey Smith, state engineer with State of Alaska should be here next week and take a look at it. Hopefully he has other ideas and they can decide where to go with this. Charlene reminded all that we have to have a public hearing once a year to prove to FEMA our due diligence.
b. Review of Anchorage Municipality site parking plan:   Keep on agenda until Rob Cone Clark is present – Charlene did go in and put in the 10 items under the WMC. If anyone wants to make any changes go ahead she will add them on. 
c. City Subdivision Phase ll – Brad Von Wichman property:  Per Brad Von Wichman via cell phone. Scott Korbe asked Mr. Von Wichman if he had seen the draft if the survey from WHPacific. Mr. Von Wichman stated that he had not. Mr. Korbe asked if he could describe the intent of his meeting with Mark Earnest and the COW and what they were trying to accomplish. Mr. Von Wichman stated that this goes back 12 years and a part of the City of Whittier parking lot had been built over a quarter of his property. Then it just kind of steamrolled from there. Since then nothing has been done. Scott asked Brad if WHPacific had contacted him regarding the right away issue of the first Salmon Run parking lot encroaching. Did Brad grant them access or easement for that phase of construction.  Brad replied that the only conversation or meeting he has ever had with WH Pacific was also with Mark Earnest in August and spoke with Tuck, they spoke of on site surveying. However he has not heard anything since then. Scott replied that they have done a preliminary survey and have located the bluff line. And that he, Johnny Janik and Charlene Arneson are trying to put all the pieces together to be sure that the needs are being met that were discussed earlier.  Brad informed Scott and the Commission that he would make copies of some of the letters he has that pertains to this and bring them to the Scott and the Commission. Scott stated that he has stopped WH Pacific at this time and they are waiting for instruction from COW. Brad suggested that they all go out and do a physical walk around the property. Brad states that there is no way to build a road with the way it is platted at this time.  Brad Von Wichman stated that he would get in touch with Scott when he gets in from his SERVS Drill. Scott agreed and the phone conversation was ended.
8.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS
        a.   Review of comprehensive plan:
   John Janik stated that we were ready for a public comment meeting. John proposed the        idea that we have it in the City Council Chambers so we can have it televised and also a      teleconference. Charlene Arneson suggested that we make it a pot-luck.She also                  suggested that we have someone else facilitate it, as it is not really the function of the          Planning and Zoning commission.
b. Review of Tidelands Zoning:
Charlene Arneson stated that she had received an email from Rob Cone Clark stating that we can amend zoning in the ordinances. But we don’t have a district or an ordinance for the tidelands. None of them are actually zoned. But we could take Smitty’s Cove Tidelands as they are going to be a park. Both the Cliffside Marina and Harbor Tidelands could be in the Harbor district. Jerry Vandergriff stated that Seward took all their Tidelands and zoned them as a park. And all income from those Tidelands go directly to the Boat Harbor.  Charlene Arneson asked Jerry to get us the ordinance and how they put it all together in Seward. She thinks this a good approach.
    c.   Lot and Block street addresses:
               Scott reported that this is his winter time project. Although we did get a second Whittier                 address put together. The first address is Begich Towers Inc. It is 100 Kenai Street.                         Everything from Glacier Street East will be designated as East. Everything west of                          Glacier Street will be designated as West Whittier. The second address assigned is for                    Shoreside Petroleum. It is 4950 West Whittier Street.
  9.  PUBLIC COMMENT:   Bob Hodson was inquiring about the Harbor Plan, such as zoning           and rezoning. He is in negotiations with Ken Hunt to buy Lot 1 Block 2 Harbor Loop.                    Charlene informed Bob that it is zoned Harbor district. He stated that he would like to get a            zoning variance. Charlene notified him of the process and gave Bob her copy of Title 15 and          suggested that he stop by the City Hall and get a copy of Title’s 16 and 17 also.
10.  COMMISSION COMMENTS: Walter Finke responded to Bob Hodson, We are not trying         to be obstructionist,  that is not our function. He stated that we have rules and we are here               to uphold them. Jerry Vandergriff stated that he would really like to see some new business            come in here but unfortunately it is typical government and there are a lot of hoops to jump            through but he is behind new business growth. Charlene Arneson  also informed Mr. Hodson         that she does not want to discourage him, he just has to go through the process.
11.  NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS:
     a.   Lot and block street addresses
     b.   Review of Anchorage Muni site parking plans
     c.   Coastal Zone Management Program – Seward Tidelands Park
12.  NEXT MEETING ATTENDANCE PLANS:
  November 9th, 2010
13.  ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION: Jerry Vandergriff moved to adjourn the September 14th regular meeting

of the Planning Commission.

SECOND: Walter Finke seconded the motion.
VOTE:  Unanimous.
Meeting adjourned at 8:42pm.
Attest:

Dyanna Barnes,                                         Charlene Arneson,
Commission Clerk                                     Commission Chairperson
Special Meeting Minutes
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