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RESOLUTION 2022-017 -A Resolution Of
The City Council Of The City Of Whittier,
Alaska, Approving Emergency Repairs To
Road And Storm Drain Systems Resulting
From Abandoned Federal Infrastructure In An
Amount Not To Exceed $100,000, And
Appropriating Funds

ERCHINGER explained that GMC is around various parts of the City conducting
earthquake repairs from the November 2018 earthquake and in the process of doing the repairs,
old infrastructure was identified. Stated that the City is asking for up to $100,000 for mitigation
efforts. Explained that roads are not usually covered by insurance especially roads with
preexisting conditions such as this. ERCHINGER also disclosed that these repairs will not be
covered by the state either. ERCHINGER described the 3 items that were identified; a wooden
fuel tank, a steam line, and a sinkhole that could potentially contain more outdated and
abandoned infrastructure speculating on the size of the hole. Stated that the City is expecting
roughly $50,000 of additional cost to the contract to ask the contractors to resolve these issues
while on site. Stated the importance of removing it now as costs to resolve it in the future will be
exponential. Asking Council to appropriate $100,000 in the event of running into additional
challenges. ERCHINGER concluded by saying time is of the essence.
BLAIR asked how the road repairs are being covered. ERCHINGER responded that this is not
a budgeted item and that funding will come from general fund via Major Repair and
Replacement fund as the City was not anticipating it. Updated the Council that there is currently
$1.4 million in the account. ERCHINGER mentioned to the Council that the State does not
cover contingency costs because when the City went out to bid, the State agrees, up front, what
they're going to pay for. Stated that even if there was contingency, there still would have been
additional costs that Council will have had to approve.
BLAIR asked about the accumulation of the $1.4 million in the account. ERCHINGER
responded by mentioning the City's account with UBS for general fund related equipment and
infrastructure and the resolution that was brought in front of Council that essentially approved to
liquidate the UBS monies in that account and move them into the City's general fund with
specific designations that require Council approval in order to be spent.
KORBE reiterated the situation the Council and the abandoned infrastructure that were
discovered. MCCORD asked if there are any residuals in the earth from the abandoned fuel
tank. KORBE responded that there are residual hydrocarbons at the site hat are being tested and
cited by the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Stated that this has
happened in Whittier in the past. WAGNER asked if GMC will be the contractors for repairs
next spring or will the project go out for bid again. KORBE stated that the goal is to have a
shovel ready project by 2023 and to seek as much funding. Working with CRW in preliminary
stages of project design.
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